INTRODUCTION	xcix
The English settlers in the New World also carried with
them the sacred fire in the form of a knowledge of law and
the ordered liberty that springs from law, but in addition
they preserved an organic connexion with the mother country
from which they were sprung. The Acts of Trade, which
governed the economic relations between England and her
colonies, had injurious effects which were not always negli-
gible. They had the unfortunate result of inducing the
colonists, as Franklin bitterly protested, to " reflect how
lightly the interest of all America had been estimated here,
when the interests of a few of the inhabitants of Great
Britain happened to have the smallest competition with
it" x. They were condemned by the Elder Pitt, who
expressed his conviction that " the whole commercial system
of America may be altered to advantage. You have pro-
hibited where you ought to have encouraged ; and you have
encouraged where you ought to have prohibited " 2. And
Burke went to the root of the matter when he claimed that
a great empire cannot be supported " upon a narrow and
restrictive scheme of commerce ". None the less economic
grievances were not the principal cause of the American
Revolution ; and in order to judge the system on which the
British Empire was based for two centuries in a true historical
perspective, it must be interpreted in the light of the services
rendered to the oversea dominions. England furnished the
plantations with their first settlers : she found the capital
for their development: she ensured them a preferential
market for their produce : she safeguarded their trade-
routes : she defended them from hostile attacks. Thus the
old colonial system, though it assumed that the mother
country was entitled to reap substantial benefits from her
possessions, was far from being one-sided. Under it the
colonies enjoyed reciprocal advantages in the shape of the
protection, the credit and the market of the parent state;
and it may be fairly debated whether—in spite of the sub-
ordination of their economic interests to the welfare of the
1	Franklin, Works (ed. 1887), iv. 106 (1768).
2	The Parliamentary History of England, xvi. 106 (1766).    For Burke,
see infra, vol. iii. 197.

